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Camera equipment 
	Centre
	Contact
	Camera used for audit
	Company
	Would you buy again?
	Pros
	Not happy with

	Welsh Centre for Cleft Lip and Palate
	Stuart Jones/Helen Extence

	JVC HM180E 4k camera (we run it at 1080p 25fps) ~£1200-£1500
	Comcen

	Yes
	It is similar in function to our previous JVC camera. It has a good CMOS sensor and decent optical zoom along with twin xlr ports
	Its a bit larger and heavier than our previous camera. Not significant in itself but it all adds up for those moving all the AV kit between sites

	Northern and Yorkshire- Newcastle site
	Sonia McVay

	Panasonic digital HD camera. Model number HDC-HS300

	Through Trust

	Yes
	Good quality sound and sharp image. Can be plugged in or run off a battery pack. Quick and easy to set up and start recording.
	

	Spires Oxford

	Lucy McAndrew
	Zoom Q2n-4K Handy Video Recorder - £194
	Unknown

	Maybe
	It is small and compact, and very easy to transport. It is also battery powered and can be plugged into the wall for additional power.
	This camera has very specific settings, which if they are not accurate, the sound quality will be poorer.

	NWNW - Manchester

	Melanie Bowden

	Canon XA 60 Camcorder - £1,164.56 as of Sept 2024 - newly purchased to Manchester & Liverpool
	Wex Photo Video ww.wex.co.uk - sales: Sam Wain 

	Yes
excellent customer service, demo of equipment pre purchase and coming to train SLTs in use

	Can use external microphone with this camcorder, has good zoom (Zoom brand much cheaper option £400 but unable to zoom in on child's face so has to be very close to the subject)
	Only just taken receipt of camcorder - no cons at time of demo other than it is expensive

	West Midlands Cleft Centre

	Louise Cafferky

	Panasonic HC-VXF1 EB-K 4K (£590 +VAT) 

	Through Trust
	Yes
	Good audio-video quality on playback.  Easy to use.
	No

	Northern and Yorkshire
	Tanya Pipkin
	Sony HDR-XR160E
cost unknown - possibly too old to buy new!
	Unknown
	Maybe

	Good sound and image quality
	Fiddly to connect to computer due to short length of USB connector cable

	Evelina London Cleft Service
	Karen Sheppard
	Sony HDR-PJ620; Sony HDR-XR260VE (no longer available to purchase online)
	Unknown
	
	User-friendly; direct USB connection for upload to computer
	

	Great Ormond Street Hospital (North Thames)
	Holly Stanford
	Canon XA-20 - approximately £1100.  (We are looking to purchase a new camera as this one is several years old now. The new camera is the Canon XA 60.  This is on sale on Canon for £1,339.99 - we are hoping to purchase from Wex Photo Video for £1,164)
	XA-20 - unknown (XA 60 - Wex Photo Video)
	
	The camera has excellent visual quality and is easy for clinicians to set up and use
	The camera is quite big so it is not easily transportable and may be slightly intimidating for some patients








3 units also audio recorded at the same time as videoing
	Centre
	Audio Equipment
	Company
	Would you buy again?

	Welsh Centre for Cleft Lip and Palate
	Zoom H4N pro. ~£250
	Comcen

	Yes

	Northern and Yorkshire- Newcastle site
	Sony digital voice recorder e.g. Sony PCM-A10 PCM recorder 16GB 3-way adjustable microphone, or newer version as available. Approx £250
	Through Trust

	Yes

	Evelina London Cleft Service
	Studiospares 448550 48V Phantom 1 Channel (no longer available to purchase online); EMO Systems E725 Phantom Power Supply (£175.00)
	Unknown
	Yes



What microphone do you use?
	Centre
	Audio Equipment
	Company
	Would you buy again?

	Welsh Centre for Cleft Lip and Palate
	Rhode ntg shotgun mic for the camera, Rhode NT4 for the Zoom
	Comcen

	Maybe

	Northern and Yorkshire- Newcastle site
	None, the camera sound recording is just as good quality as using the mic, sometimes when we plugged in the mic no sound recorded at all so it was not reliable using an external mic.
	Through Trust

	Yes

	Spires Oxford

	Rode NT3 3/4-inch Cardoid Condenser Microphone - £195
	Unknown
	Yes

	NWNW - Manchester

	Rode NT4

	? - purchased many years ago
	

	West Midlands Cleft Centre

	Good internal microphone on new camera above.  We have the Rode unidirectional mic as a back-up if needed.
	Through Trust

	Yes

	Northern and Yorkshire
	We do not use a separate microphone but are looking to purchase one based on recommendations from other centres
	
	

	Evelina London Cleft Service
	AKG MPA III MicroMic Phantom (£80); Rode NT3 0065449 (£177)
	Unknown
	Maybe


	Great Ormond Street Hospital (North Thames)
	Rode NTG 2 (currently £182)
	Unknown (we are going to repurchase this microphone - likely from CVP https://cvp.com/product/rode_ntg-2)
	Yes





What speakers do you use?
	Centre
	Speakers
	Company
	Would you buy again?

	Welsh Centre for Cleft Lip and Palate
	krk rokit 5 -£150.00 If playing back in the conference room use speakers attached to the conference room playback. 
	Amazon

	No

	Northern and Yorkshire- Newcastle site
	We use a soundbar which is attached to an interactive whiteboard and PC. Cost unknown.
	Can't recall
	Yes

	Spires Oxford

	Logitech X-140 Computer speakers - £100 - £150

	Unknown
	Yes

	NWNW - Manchester

	Neumann KH80 DSP A G UK £360.44 as per Sept 2024

	Wex
	Yes

	West Midlands Cleft Centre

	We use AKG K271 MK11 closed back studio headphones for consensus listening.

	Gear4music £120.50

	Yes

	Northern and Yorkshire
	Sony active speaker system SRS-A205
	Unknown
	Maybe

	Evelina London Cleft Service
	Harman Kardon HK206
	Unknown
	Maybe 


	Great Ormond Street Hospital (North Thames)
	Altec Lansing
	Unknown
	Maybe 







What headphones do you use?
	Centre
	Headphones
	Company
	Would you buy again?

	Welsh Centre for Cleft Lip and Palate
	Sennheiser Professional HD 280 PRO ~£100, akg m70x £200

	Amazon. We would buy the sennheissers again but the AKG build quality isn’t good enough for the cost.

	Maybe

	Northern and Yorkshire- Newcastle site
	Don't use headphones for consensus listening but we have got some; AKG K271 MKII closed back studio headphones. Cost unknown

	Trust ordering and supplies
	

	Spires Oxford

	Logitech Headset - £24.94

	Unknown
	Yes

	NWNW - Manchester

	Sony k271 MkII - supplied for TOPS trial

	Unknown
	Maybe

	West Midlands Cleft Centre

	AKG K271 MK11 closed back studio headphones

	Unsure - available at Gear4music £120.50
	Yes

	Northern and Yorkshire
	None
	
	

	Evelina London Cleft Service
	We don't use headphones for consensus listening in our service

	
	

	Great Ormond Street Hospital (North Thames)
	Beyerdynamic DT100

	Unknown
	Yes





Any other kit used?
	Centre
	Other kit

	Welsh Centre for Cleft Lip and Palate
	Microphone stands, manfrotto tripods x2

	Spires Oxford

	Microphone stand and GorillaPod tripod

	NWNW - Manchester

	Ordered new tripod - smallrig freeblazer heavy duty aluminium tripod kit AD80 £179.65 as of Sept 2024

	Northern and Yorkshire
	Dell laptops to play the recordings

	Great Ormond Street Hospital (North Thames)
	We have a heavy duty tripod for the camera (we are going to purchase the Neewer 24" pro video tripod - £124.09 from Amazon) and a microphone stand.




Any other comments?
Wex has been a great supplier - product demo, speedy delivery, after sales training offered (Manchester)
Helen Extence CAPS A Trainer July 2025

